March 2009
Tena koutou
Practice Leader update from Angela
Welcome to the first web accessed RTLB newsletter. Over the next few months we will be revamping the format, if there is anything you would like to see in the newsletter please let us know rtlb.enquiries@minedu.govt.nz
Welcome to Rowena

The RTLB team at National Office would like to welcome Rowena Stauber. Rowena is the new advisor in the Operational Policy team. Since joining the Ministry in early 2008, Rowena has worked in both the Curriculum Teaching and Learning team and the Operational Policy team in Early Childhood Education.
2009 Annual Report
Thanks to all those who commented on the draft versions of the annual reporting form which aims to:

· assist the ministry in understanding the impact of the RTLB service on student achievement

· support cluster self-review, needs analysis and reporting

· provide examples of RTLB practice contributing to student achievement outcomes

· update ministry records about the RTLB service.

The form can be now be accessed by clicking http://rtlb.tki.org.nz/governance_and_management/reports 

Section C of the form is still being finalised. This section requests RTLB provide information on a case they have worked with during the year. Feedback on this section is currently being sought from the university consortium, RTLB Executive and RTLB regional groups. This section will be shared on the RTLB website by the end of April. 
Regional Workshops – Policy and Toolkit

Regional Workshops designed to develop deeper understanding around the policy and toolkit will take place throughout the year.  The workshops will be organised by Local Student Support Development Officers and Carmel Hoetawa - National Coordinator. The target audience is principal convenors, student support development officers and GSE staff.  
The workshop will update participants on a number of governance/management issues and will be an opportunity for sharing effective practice in areas such as: performance management, professional development, induction, initial training, appointment, supervision, strategic planning and reporting, self-review and case-load management.
Professional Learning and Development
tips for Autism

‘tips for autism’  is a course where a team of people work together to developing interventions and plans to support children with autism spectrum disorder. It is funded by the Ministry of Education and some teacher release funding is available.
The course is free and available for teams who support students aged between 5 and 12 years. There is no maximum number who can attend (the more people who attend that know the child well, the better the outcome). However, the child’s parent and school must attend. 

‘tips for autism’ is not prescriptive and is based on facilitated learning rather than lecturing. There is plenty of opportunity for discussion and practical application. Resource material is available at different levels and individualised to meet the needs of different children’s strengths and interests. 

Courses for Term 1 are now full. Courses for Term 2 will be held in:

Auckland North Shore

Auckland Central

Hamilton

Hawke’s Bay

Taranaki

Canterbury.
Click here to download the information pack and application form

http://www.inclusive.org.nz/tips/courses 
Three day course on supporting students with ASD
RTLB working with students with ASD may be interested in the course run by Autism New Zealand - Recognising the needs of children and young people with Autism and Asperger syndrome.
The course has been fully funded by the Ministry of Education and is free to participants. This course aims to develop in participants: 

· an understanding of autism and Asperger syndrome in order to recognise the learning needs of children and young people with such diagnoses

· increased skills in adapting teaching strategies derived from the curriculum which allow for special interests and challenges

· an understanding of the interpersonal and cognitive challenges of these learners
· a means to address the management issues which relate to students disabilities.
Click here to read about upcoming dates and venues http://www.autismnz.org.nz/training_2.php#courses   
The Ministry of Education Professional Practice team is working with the RTLB Executive on a draft ASD Action Plan that maps out all the ministry-funded professional learning and development opportunities and resources around ASD.

Effective Interventions for Behaviour Challenges

RTLB who participated in the 2008 programme have received individual feedback from Victoria University on one of their case studies.  Their second case study has been evaluated by the GSE EIBC team to identify more general themes of strengths and where interventions could be improved. A report that focuses on the themes specific to RTLB will be sent to RTLB participants. It will also be shared in due course on www.rtlb.tki.org.nz 
As from 1st March please direct any matters relating to the 2008 EIBC programme to:

Bruce Cull: Practice Leader Behaviour
Special Education

DDI 03  467 7959

Mob: 027 2946785 

Resources

Learning through Talk

Two oral language books are about to be published by the Ministry - Learning through Talk: Oral Language in Years1-3 and Learning through Talk: Oral Language in Years 4-8. A Ministerial launch for these books is planned for 27 April 2009.  Following that the books will be distributed nationally to all teachers including RTLB.
These resources will assist teachers with professional preparation and planning and emphasise the importance of teaching oral language explicitly. They bring together what the ministry believes to be sound understandings based on the available research; accepted theories of learning, and information from the wider range of disciplines associated with oral language. The resources are also informed by the observations of experienced teachers and literacy experts, and include examples of teacher practice. 
These resources have strong links to the Effective Literacy Practice handbooks (years 1-4 and years 5-8). Both handbooks have been sent to all schools. Extra copies can be ordered by phone 0800 800 565, fax 0800 800 570 or email orders@learningmedia.co.nz     
About Dyslexia

By now all RTLB should have received their copy of About Dyslexia. The resource includes a range of strategies for:
· identifying dyslexia

· assisting children to learn

· identifying learning solutions

· adapting teacher practice to suit individual needs.
The resource has been developed by Literacy and Numeracy and Special Education and complements other Ministry of Education resources for dyslexia:

· Sounds and Words http://soundsandwords.tki.org.nz
· Breaking Down the Barriers www.teamup.co.nz 

 Extra copies of this resource can be ordered, while stocks last, from ‘Down the back of the chair’ on  0800 660 662,  quoting order number 115095. The resource is also available online via Te Kete Ipurangi:

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/literacy_numeracy/lit_dyslexia_e.php 
Updates
Systems work around reporting abuse
RTLB may be involved in supporting schools in the decision making process around protocols for reporting suspected abuse. 
A key document all RTLB need to be familiar with is the interagency protocol for child abuse management -  Let’s stop child abuse together. The guideline can be accessed on http://www.cyf.govt.nz/documents/BTC_StopAbuse.pdf
Schools can also contact their local community liaison social workers in each district Child Youth and Family office for support around developing policies and practice around student safety.  Click here to contact your local office http://www.cyf.govt.nz/265.htm
RTLB may also be interested in the booklet -  How can I tell: Recognising when a child or family needs help produced by Child Protection Studies (CPS). This book provides basic information on how to recognise abuse or potential abuse. RTLB can request their free copy by emailing hayley@cps.org.nz  More information about CPS can be found at www.cps.org.nz 
Bilingual Assessments

The Bilingual Assessment Service (BAS) has been operating for over a year, with the assessments provided by an RTLB who has been trained as a Lead Assessor, in conjunction with a bilingual supporter who speaks the language of the student being assessed. 

All RTLB need to know the process and their role in supporting schools and students in their cluster access BAS
Target Group

The BAS is designed for recently arrived migrant and refugee background students with no obvious special learning needs who have been in a school for about two terms, but who appear not to be making progress at a rate expected of students from a similar background. 
Before deciding on whether a referral might be necessary, schools should

· be familiar with the expected patterns of progress for English language learners , as described in the English Language Learning  Progressions
· have comprehensive information about the student’s previous schooling and other issues, as described in the Refugee Handbook for Schools
· have reviewed what  learning support the student is  receiving at school and made sure their programme is appropriate for their needs. 

Schools need to collect this information to present with their referral to the Lead Assessor through the cluster RTLB.

Further Information 

Further information can be found on the site below which explains:
· who may qualify for a referral

·  how to make a referral and the role of the RTLB Service.  
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/Resourcing/BilingualAssessmentServiceInformation.aspx
Enquiries about the bilingual assessment service can be made to  info.esol@minedu.govt.nz
New Zealand Curriculum Coordinators

In each region the Ministry contracts coordinators to disseminate key messages about the NZC to schools.   The NZC coordinators work with individual schools to:

· encourage the engagement and participation of principals and teachers in the process of curriculum development 

· strengthen school ownership of the process of review and implementation of their school curriculum by developing and supporting networks to connect and share information and practice, and

· act as a point of contact for disseminating and sharing information between the ministry and the education sector.
RTLB need to keep updated in curriculum developments. One way to do this is to participate in their cluster school’s relevant professional learning and development around curriculum. 
RTLB are encouraged to approach the schools in their cluster to find out what learning and development is planned for teachers this year.

For all enquiries and orders for the new curriculum (print version), please phone Education Customer Services on 0800 660 662 or visit http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/support_for_schools 

Resources 
RTLB might be interested in the following resources to support their knowledge base and practice around working with speakers from other languages:

Refugee Handbook for Schools -this publication provides guidance and information for schools on meeting the social, emotional and educational needs of students from refugee backgrounds. Copies of this book can be downloaded at

http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/EnglishForSpeakersOfOtherLanguages/ESOLRefugeeHandbook.aspx 
Team Up Migrant Booklets – these are designed to inform parents about schooling in New Zealand and empower families from migrant and refugee backgrounds to more actively participate and provide support in the education of their children. Click on the following link to download the booklets http://www.teamup.co.nz/Migrants.aspx  

News Updates -regular news updates are produced by the Migrant , Refugee and International Education Team and are sent out to all schools with ESOL funded and International students. They are intended to provide schools with current information and news updates about ESOL related issues and to give links and contact details for further information. Follow the link to read the latest update
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/EnglishForSpeakersOfOtherLanguages/ESOLNewsUpdates.aspx 

Special Education Conferences database
RTLB can access the special education community data base for upcoming conferences at http://www.tki.org.nz/r/specialed/ 

Professional Reading 
Teacher Professional Learning and Development Best Evidence Synthesis
Last year RTLB were sent a copy of Teacher Professional Learning and Development Best Evidence Synthesis. Extra copies can be ordered free of charge from Wickliffe Customer Services (0800-660-662).

The TPL&D BES synthesises the research on teacher professional learning and development that has been demonstrated to have a positive impact on valued student outcomes. 

A summary of the BES can be found at
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Publications/Educational_Practices/EdPractices_18.pdf 

Ministry of Education Library

During March log on to the Education Library site at http://library.education.govt.nz/ to see some specially selected articles of interest to RTLB. Topics covered include ASD, literacy, dyslexia, and bullying. RTLB can access support with registration and passwords by emailing their cluster name to  the library at education.library@minedu.govt.nz.
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